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speaking Yaqui refugees escaping north from Sonora's Rio Yaqui country at the end 

of the nineteenth century established small colonies near Phoenix and Tucson, even­

tually to become the Pascua Yaqui tribe. 

Anthropologists remain vague on a definition for "tribe." The word describes a 

social group with a distinctive language or dialect, a group that practices a distinctive 

culture - more than a band but less than a chiefdom (the latter requiring a redistribu­

tive economy). In the real world, tribes create these distinctions, incorporate them in 

their identities, and change them as necessary through time. For Indians, communi­

ties are defined by family relationships, not by place ofresidence or "culture." 

Analysts of United States census data similarly gesture with frustration when they 

attempt to define the "Indian" population. Race, ethnicity, blood quantum, biological 

definitions based on physical characteristics such as earwax type or blood peculiari­

ties all have their limits; in the end, an American Indian is anyone who identifies his 

or her race as Indian and who is recognized as such by Indian communities. 

As Native American anthropologist Jack D. Forbes writes: "The behavioral pattern 

systems of human groups are like currents in the ocean. It is possible to point out gen­

erally where a particular current exists, especially at its center or strongest point, but 

it is not ordinarily possible to neatly separate that current from the surrounding sea." 
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