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This book is a collection of chapters focusing on the role elites—the rich, 
powerful, and privileged in any society—play in shaping modern societies. 
The concept of elite carries with it the notion that such groups are the major
source of change within particular levels of social organization. “Elite” as a 
casual term evokes three broad qualities—agency, exclusivity, and some sort 
of relationship with the “non-elite.” Critiquing the treatment accorded elites 
as subjects in recent Western social thought, the contributors reflect upon 
past results and explore directions that anthropologists might take in the 
ethnographic investigation of elite groups.

Contributors F. G. Bailey, Ronald Cohen, Carol J. Greenhouse, 
Edward C. Hansen, George E. Marcus, Timothy C. Parrish, Lloyd D. Rudolph, 
Susanne Hoeber Rudolph, Jane Schneider, Peter Schneider

Timeless Classics
Timeless Classics includes revived titles long out-of-print and brought to you via a 
print-on-demand publishing program. These titles have not been modified from the 
original and are now presented in paperback. As a small scholarly press with a long 
history of publishing books addressing critical and emerging issues in anthropology 
and related disciplines, SAR Press is pleased to provide our readers access to important
books that were previously difficult to find.
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